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Top Cat's Monthly Newsletter 

PRESIDENT'S 5 ROAD BITS 
Regarclless of being Scottish, I honestly have a real hard time parting with 
my money for goods or services and assuming the risk that I'll get what I 
paid for. We've all heard the stories of riders who ordered the pocket - size 
waterproof rain gear for $29.95, only to receive a trash bag in the mail, or 
riders who pay for a full service on their bike only to discover that the drain 
screws in the forks don't show one single sign of ever being removed. 

How do we typically try to reduce our chance of being ripped off? We deal 
with people and companies that we trust. I'm more comfortable having my 
bike serviced at a dealer where I'm on a first - name basis with everyone 
than I am when I have to use a dealer out of town. When any of us require 
the services of someone, we usually look for someone we know or we ask 
friends for a referral. 

One of the advantages we enjoy as Top Cats is the opportunity to 
"Network" which is a contemporary term for the ol' bubba system...deal-
ing with someone you know and trust With 130 members we have a vari-
ety of skills, goods, and trades available to us from a fellow Club member 
and, ideally, someone we know. 

Our Club, founded on the principal of "Networking" can only be effective 
in that area if we are aware of the opportunities i.e., who does what, and we 
take advantage of those opportunities. 

We are currently working on a pamphlet listing our members and their spe-
cific trades. Stefan Levy has taken on the task of putting it all together. If 
you are not listed, contact Stef and get your name on the list Don't assume 
that your trade has no application to anyone. I recently heard about one of 
our members who stated that his company only makes boxes so he didn't 
think there was much use in placing his name on the Networking List. One 
of our members happens to own a company that spends an average of $1.2 
million a year on packaging. That's a very expensive assumption 

Over the past year, I have had the fortune of "networking" with nine of our 
members for both personal and business - related goods or services. In 
every case, I received an outstanding retum for my money. 

So...in the coming year, when you see a renewed emphasis on "network-
ing", don't hesitate to get your name on the list, to talk to our members 
about their trade, and to share your positive experience with other members. 
On the other hand, if you get offended by a member honestly trying to offer 
you, as a Top Cat, a good deal....maybe you better look for another forum 
in which to enjoy your interpretation of motorcycling in a business and pro- 
fessional environment 

Let's roll, 

Traveler  

by Jim "Iceman" Heniff 

Albuquerque, NewMexico. Portsmouth, 
NewHampshire. Jerome, Arizona. Flagler 
Beach, Florida. Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. 
St. Louis, Missouri. Brockton, Massachusetts. 
What do they have in common? OEM/EPA 
stickered exhaust pipes or you get a ticket. 
Some riders I know will plan their trips to pur-
posely avoid "helmet" states. Now you may 
have to add a new category "Cities to Avoid 
Like the Plague" (because I changed my pipes). 

Two CPR VHS tapes along with the corre-
sponding booklets have been purchased by the 
TC-I Organization. Members interested may 
borrow these aides by contacting Ric Case. It 
may save a life. rcase@ameritech.net . (847) 
438-7698. No charge to members. 

40 rooms at the Alex Johnson Hotel, Rapid City, 
South Dakota during the 2002 Black Hills Rally 
& Races. AMAZING. If you are a member in 
"good standing" of the Top Cats-Illinois (this 
means you have paid your dues), you may 
reserve one. First come-first served. Top Cats 
ONLY contact Bard Boand with questions at 
bboand@fedex.com  

Top Cat members, from left to right, Ric Case, 
Sandy Vernon, Terry Kumro, Jim Heniff at the 
Illinois Parks and Recreation Association 
Convention. Terry and Sandy hold the Service 
in Excellence Award presented to Top Cats for 
service during 2001. 

This plaque will be presented again to Top Cats 
- Illinois at the 8th Annual NISRA Recognition 
Banquet, Friday, April 12, 2002. 
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TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutiom. companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

President 	Wayne " Irmeler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 
(wkirkpa I 77@aol.com ) 

Vice President 	Rik Lowry 	 847/284-1111 
(lowryhogan@aol.com) 

Treasurer 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 	 847/381-5357 

Secretary 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 
(vern693@aol.com ) 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941-2001 

Past President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 
(glax@hotmail.com) 

Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 
(bboand@fedex.com) 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 
Emeritus 	(aliciakumr@aol.com) 
Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 	 815/459-9345 

(tazman69er@netscape.net) 
Director 	Chuck Prettyman 	 847/382-4269 

(cpman4@aol.com) 
Director 	Ray Ca rio 	 630/837-0849 

(rcapsr 	aol.com) 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  MIME: (847)622-3501 e-mail: topcats_mcc@hotImaiLcom  

NEXT MEETING: March 5, 2002 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	John Fraccaro (ffraccaro@juno.com) 	847/697-9607 

Advertising 	Bill Wilson (jwilson@banta.com ) 	847/247-9540 

Membership 	Jenny Ori (jori100384@aol.com ) 	773/481-2285 

Charity Ride 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (cpman4@aoLcom) 	847/382-4269 
Products 

Communications 	John Lunde (mongerl@hotinalcom) 	815/459-2488 

Roar 
Website 
Hotline 
Safety 	Ric Case (riccasegameritec.net) 	847/363-1542 

Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com ) 	847/438-4998 

Web site 
Coordinator 	Alicia Ktunro (aliciakumr@aoLcom) 	847/639-4009 

Info for HOTLINE 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (mowman13@aoLcom) 	847-537-8989 

13ES PLAINES 
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550 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWWDPHONDA.COM  

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines Il. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 
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www.alligatorbob.com  

• Largest Selection Of Exotic Skins 
In The Midwest 

• Pro Pad Seat Padding For Added Comfort 
• Complete Line Of Leather Apparel 

39442 N. Rte. 59 Lake Villa, IL 60046 

Board of Directors' Meeting - 
February 11, 2002 
By Jim "Iceman" Heniff 

The venue was changed, on short notice, to Carlucci's in 
Lincolnshire, IL., due to the American Smokehouse being 
closed on Mondays during February. Carlucci's, on short 
notice, provided a meeting place in a special room, the walls 
of which were filled with stacks of full wine bottles. 
(Corkscrews were prohibited.) Prior to the the start of the 
meeting, Rik Lowry conducted a tour of the ristorante. For 
those who are not familiar with Carlucci's - Lincolnshire, 
you are in for a real treat at the Top Cats' Awards Banquet to 
be held there on March 15, 2002, 7:00 PM. You and your 
guest will not regret partaking in this special Top cat event. 

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 PM. Attendees 
included: 

working will be discussed again at the next general meeting 
and effort will continue to develop our "Business Services" 
pamphlet. 

Bill Wilson presented an excellent update on the advertis-
ing - revenue program and provided a list of current ROAR 
advertisers. Options for expanding revenue within our sin-
gle source income stream - advertising, were discussed and 
deliberated with no action requiring a Board vote. 
Members may contact Bill at Jwilson@banta.com  with rec-
ommendations on contacts for selling ROAR advertising 
space. 

Jim Heniff distributed the current Financial Report. After 
discussions on the Special Operating Accounts such as 
Products, Charity, etc., the Financial Report up to, and 
including, January, 2002, was reviewed and approved by 
the Board. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:50 PM with the next Board 
meeting scheduled for March 11, 2002 at the American 
Smokehouse, Lake Zurich, IL. 

Wayne Kirkpatrick - President 
Jim Heniff - Treasurer 
Jim Krepel - Director 
Terry Kumro - Dir Emeritus 
Rick Case - Past President, Safety 
Jenny Ori - Membership Chair 

Rik Lowry - Vice President 
Bard Boand - Director 
Chuck Prettyman - Director 
George Lax - Past President 
Rob Mann - Past President 
Bill Wilson - Advertising 

Jim Krepel received approval to procure 150 Virgo Memorial 
Ride patches from Welch Industries, Sycamore, IL, not to 
exceed $500.00. 

The February 9, 2002 G.R.A.S.S. class was critiqued with 
the decision to edit some of the material and conduct a 
rehearsal prior to the next class scheduled for April 13, 2002. 

Chuck Prettyman recommended that any member wishing to 
lead a Top Cats' ride be cleared by the Safety Committee 
first. Chuck will direct the Activities Committee to coordi-
nate directly with Ric Case for clearance, appointing men-
tors, etc. Members who desire to lead a ride may contact 
Chuck at Cpman4@aol.com . 

Jenny Ori presented Robert and Elaine 	  as 
candidates for Family/Regular membership. Their applica-
tion was unanimously approved subject to receipt of liability 
waivers. 

Ric Case announced that the Awards Committee will meet 
February 18, 2002 at the Rock & Roll Grill, Lake Zurich, IL. 
The Board acknowledged the outstanding contribution that 
Cheryl and Pete Hemmelgarn are making toward getting the 
Awards Committee up and running. 

George Lax addressed the need to continue to develop the 
networking aspect of the Club. The Board agreed that net- 

Page 3 



General Membership Meeting - 
February 5, 2002 
By Jim "Iceman" Heniff 

- A more relaxed atmosphere was evident during our 3d meeting at 
Mandile's in Algonquin with our No Smoking during meetings policy in 

. effect and coc6ail service at the tables. Other changes included 
"Business" tables on the right as you walk in for Membership, Products, 

- and 50/50 tickets. Business aft these tables will be conducted before 
and after the General meeting. The Board will continue b make refine-
ments to make our new site comfortable for the majority. Suggestions 
should be directed to Terry Kumro at 847 639-4009 or 
Aliciakumr@aol.com . 

Wayne Kirkpatrick, President, welcomed the membership and called 
the meeting to order Held high in his hands was the 2001 Service in 
Excellence Award Plaque presented by the Side of Illinois b Top Cats - 
Illinois at their annual convention held at the Hyatt Regency, Chicago. 
Sandy Vernon, Secretary„ accompanied by Jim Heniff, Ric Case, and 
Terry Kumro, accepted the award on behalf of the members of Top Cats 
- Illinois. Wayne congratulated the membership by stating that "Every 
Tqp Cat who has ever interacted with N.I,S.R.A., in any manner, has 
contributed to this achievement." In comparison, last year's Harley - 
Davidson International Rally in Milwaukee, WI, raised an admirable 
$14,000 for MDA. Top Cats contributed $34,000 to N.I.S.R.A. that 
year-. Outstanding job by all! 

Bard Boand announced that he has drafted information sheets on iwo 
rides for 2002...Sturgis on the River in Dcwenport, IA, and the Black Hills 
Rally and Races in Sturgis, SD, iwo of our premier events. All Top Cats 
are encouraged to ride to these two scenic events. Contact Bard for 
details ASAP at BBoand@fedex.com  

Jenny Ori distributed some of the membership applications that she 
recently redesigned and announced our new members. Jenny also 
won the evening's 50/50 drawing. 

Free...Free...Free... Ric Case, Safety, reminded everyone of the free 
G.R.A.S.S. course at The Village Tavem at the Green, Buffalo Grove, IL, 
at 9:00 AM, February 9, 2002. This membership requirement is pro-
vided free of charge and will be given every other month during the rid-

. ing season. Did I mention that it is free? Call Ric Case for the next class. 

Janet and Roberta (Merchandise) had their inventory of Top Cats 
apparell on display with a good selection of styles and sizes still avail-
able. Did you (now that Top Cat shirts are bulletproof? 

Peter and Cheryl Hemmelgran (Awards), thanked the membership for 
their ballot response pertaining to the upcoming Awards Banquet. Peter 
also reminded the members of the neecl for odometer reading(s) from 
their bike(s) for anyone attempting a mileage achievement award for 
2002. (847) 223-1606 deppools@us-netdirect.conn. 

John Fraccaro (Activities) gave an update on the calendar and 
announced that the Top Cats Awards Banquet will be on March 15th, 
7:00 RM., at Carlucci. Carlucci is located across from the Lincolnshire 
Marriott. Free valet parking, coat check and dessert will be part of this 
fun evening of socializing and good food ordered off the munu. Don't 
miss it. jfraccaro@juno.com. Carlucci: (847)478-0990. 

Craig and Linda Martens, (Charily Ride), remindecl the membership of 
their scheduled 3rd Tuesday of each month meeting at the American 
Smokehouse (847) 726-2272 in Lake Zurich. The next meeting is 
scheduled for February 19th. Volunteers are needed. Call them (847) 
362-5556. marins@aft.worldnetnet. 

Windy Krepel, MSF Instructor, gave a practical approach to the "Hard 
to enter' MSF course. Anyone desiring information can contact her at 
tazman69er@netscape.net. Thank you Windy for s ping up as guest 
speaker at the last minute. Windy cleared up nnany o the mysteries sur-
rounding the elusive registration process. 

Networking amongst the membership is an in ral function and stated 
intent of the Founder, Virgo, when he form the Top Cats, Illinois 
Organization. The business endecwors of our membership should be 
considered an asset to be used in the same manner we share informa-
tion about motorcycling. Contact Stefan Levy, steflink@ix.netcom.com . 
to get your nanne on the Networking List. Tell us about yourself and 
your business. 

Along these lines, Gordon Tapley, invited anyone interested in expand- 
ing their knowledge of money related decisions b a seminar he is pre- 
senting later this month. Need more information ? gtapley2@aolcom. 

At last month's meeting, member David Hirsch displayed a brand new 
HD Road King "Signature" model. Celebs have autographed this 
machine, ala Jay Leno's drive to raise money for the NY Disaster Relief. 
The drawing will take place in February to benefit the Illinois Fatherhood 
Initiative of which, David is prime mover Let's get behind this worthy 
effort. To contact him for nnore information dhirshl@mindspring.com  

The Treasurer, Jim Heniff, gave a few comments on the financial condi-
tion of the club. Earlier he had describe the wonderful erience of 
being applauded by a SRO crowd as the Top Cats accepi the award 
at the Hyatt Regency on January 24th. What a feeling! Great to be a 
TC! 

On the 2nd weeclend of May, the MSF will offer an exclusive to TC, an 
Experienced Riders Course. Members who have been notified by Jim 
Krepel of their eligibility to attend will please remit the $25 fee to the 
Treasurer 

Rik Lowry, Vice President, mentioned that the Officers and Board meet 
the Monday following the general membership meeting, at the 
American Smokehouse. If a member wishes to sit in, come on by, as 
you are welcome. 

Prior to Wayne officially ending the February meeting, he gave a brief 
explanation of a By-Law addendum being considered. A fulldisclosure 
with recommendations by the the Board will be put to the membership 
for a vote at a future date. 

Ride Safe. 

Author's note: An unusually large amount of important updates combined with a late star 
resulted in the meeting ending at 9:40 P.M. The duration target is 1 hour from a 7:30 
call to order. 
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Awards Banquet Around The Corner 
your Awards Committee 

Wondering which award you might win? Check it out. 
Here is a list of the awards being presented: 

Most miles in 24 hours, 
Most top cat rides attended, 
Safest rider, 
Cleanest bike, 
Oldest bike ridden and also owned, 
Road captain of the year, 
Most scenic ride, 
Top Cat's Hall of Fame, 
Most dedicated passenger, 
Most accessorized rider, 
Most accessorized bike, 
Member of the year, 
Best prepared rider, 
Loudest bike, 
Most improved rider, 
Volunteer of the year, 
and a few surprises. 

Thank you for the suggestions and comments for the 
awards. Also the participation of those who filled out 
ballots. Without you we couldn't have put this 
together. We are looking forward to seeing everyone 
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LITTLE snunans and BIG swimins 
Dates Ji Hotels 
by Bard "Judge" Boand 

Its that time of year to schedule your 
vacations, make your hotel reservations, 
and wait with great anticipation for two of 
Top Cats best rides of the year. 

*******STURGIS on the RIVER* (formerly know 
as Little Sturgis) 
June 14 - 16, 2002 Leave Egg Harbour, 
Barrington, 10:00 Friday June 14 
Road Captain: Bard Boand. 
Host Hotel: Radisson Quad City Plaza 111 E 
Second St. Davenport, Iowa 
Phone: 563-322-2200 contact: Kim Bothel. 
Special Top Cat Rate: $89 

This little mini Sturgis rally, along the 
Mississippi is expected to be bigger and 
better this year. They are expecting name 
brand entertainment, more vendors, some 
factory displays and more. Last year approx 
15,000 attended. Top Cats takes a scenic 
country/mostly back road way out on Friday, 
will have a special Iowa ride planned 
Saturday, (last year Hawkeye took use up to 
J&P Cycle Ranch) (looking for a new co-
Captain this year as Hawkeye has other 
plans) have a 5 Star dinner at the famous 
Duck City Bistro, hosted by Sir Charles and 
his wife, out on the covered veranda, and 
Sunday, a magnificently scenic trip back 
via the Great River Road thru Belleview, 
Dubuque, Galena, and the Stage Coach 
Trail. Two years ago, this was voted the 
Top Cats most scenic ride. Don't miss it, 
Riverboat gambling is also right next to 
the Hotel, the Hotel is 1 block from the 
rally venue, and has secure parking. It a 
slam dunk, Park your bike once at the end 
of the day, then eat, drink, and play as 
much as you wish without worrying about 
having to get back on the bike. MAKE RESER-
VATIONS NOW. The Radisson is holding 20 
rooms for Top Cats; it was a sell-out last 
year. 

******************* STURGIS RALLY and 
RACES, SD (the granddaddy of them all) 
Aug 5 thru Aug 11, 2002 Leave: Egg Harbor, 
Barrington, 8AM Wed July 31, 2002 
Road Captain: Bard Boand 
Host Hotel: Hotel Alex Johnson Rapid City, 
SD 800-888-ALEX contact: Ms. Janda Baines 

Top Cats Rate: $185 First group 
out checks in Friday Aug 02. 
July 31: 	Holiday Inn Downtown 

101 E. Main St. Mankato, MN 
56002 507-345-1234 	Top Cats rate: $83 Aug 01: 	Kelly Inn 

Pierre, SD 605-224-4140 	Top Cats Rate: $54 
Aug 02 	Hotel Alex Johnson (see above) 
***Make sure you identify yourself as being 
with TOP CATS to get the special rate. 

Trust me, NO OTHER MC CLUB IN THE WORLD has 
Sturgis wired the way Top Cats do. We have 
the Finest Hotel, at the best rate, the 
best restaurants, the best rides, we've 
made it so easy, the only thing you have to 
do is dial 800-888-ALEX, give Janda your 
credit card number, and the rest is all 
planned for you... 
Our 3-day back roads trip out takes us thru 
the Amish rolling country-side of Wisconsin 
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on Rt. 33, thru the un-developed virgin 
open spaces of Minnesota and S, D. on 
Rt. 14, a drink with Miss Kitty and Matt 
at the Long Branch Saloon, 5 Star dinner 
at Le Minestra Bistro Thurs night, down 
thru the Badlands Friday Morning, lunch 
at Wall Drug, then to our Hotel mid-
afternoon, just in time for happy hour 
in the hotels Irish Pub. 
The Hotel Alex Johnson, is a beautiful 
turn of the last century painted lady 
Hotel, decor is Lakota and Sioux Indian, 
Master Chief Dennis prepares great meals 
in the hotel restaurant (best in Rapid 
City), Bar Manager Robert even has pre-
pared a TOP CATS SPECIAL RESERVE WINE 
LIST (send me the name and vintage of 
your favorite wine, and well try to get 
it on the list...no requests for Ripple 
please). The annual Terry and Alicia 
Kumro anniversary banquet is Tuesday Aug 
6th (they were married by the major of 
Sturgis several years ago) and almost 
every day will be a planned ride some-
where like Mt. Rushmore, Custer State 
Park ride with the Buffalo, Spearfish 
Cannon, Devils Tower WY, Hullet WY, 
Sundance, and lots more. 
The new Harley 2003 Centennial lineup at 
a special HOG reception walking distance 
from the Hotel, and park your bike right 
out front where security will watch it 
all night. 
Many watch their own bike all night from 
the Hotel sidewalk / street side 
cafe/bar, where they smoke their Cuban 
cigars and sip Port or XO, as they watch 
the world go by. Notables like Peter 
Fonda and Robby Knievel often stay at 
the Alex Johnson, and occasionally Sonny 
Barger stops in for a drink just to see 
how us urban bikers live. (Never any 
trouble, Sonny is know a businessman 
selling his book "HELLS ANGEL") 
You will have all the time you want to 
venture out on your own, shop 'till you 
drop on main street Sturgis, or sleep, 
relax, and have things planned for 
you...This is the trip you don't want to 
miss. Janda Baines at the Alex Johnson 
loves to talk to Top Cats, so call her 
today, 40 rooms set aside just for 
us...800-888-ALEX. You must identify 
yourself as a TOP CAT or you wont get 
in. 
If you are planning to go, please send a 
short e-mail at bboand(afedex.com   as I am 
planning a Top Cats Sturgis Update 
Newsletter as we get closer to departure 
date. This will include special tips for 
first time Sturgis goers, nice reminders 
for us old folks how like to say "been 
there, done that, doing' it again" but 
often have what we call SENIOR MOMENTS 
where we forget most of what we knew 
before turning 50. Packing tips, trip 
instructions/routes, bike prep notes, 
special interest items, etc.... 
MAKE YOUR PLANS NOW! 
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The Most Beautiful Ride, So Far... 
By Vito Racanelli 

A motorcycle trip to New Zealand, sounds pretty good doesn't it? While talking to Fritz (Carl) about two years ago, he spoke so fondly of his experience 
riding in New Zealand, that I had to see for myself. Thanks Fritz! What a ride 

A trip with some great riding buddies to a place where no road is straight, or flat, or bumpy; a place where no tum presents a view less than spectacular 
and there is no wind or rain to contend with sounds pretty good. Well, for all but the last wish, New Zealand in Dec,ember of 2001 WAS PERFECT! 

The Group: 
Six of us planned for about four months. Bike rental, route, lodging, passports, gear, and an itch to travel the roads of a country half way around the world 
made gave us a lot to do. Each of us had a job and each worked to insure that everything was perfect. My job was rental of the bikes. We reserved tvvo 
R11 OOR BMW's, two R115OR BMW's and two Honda Shadow VT1100 Ace motorcycles. They were perfect for the roads, gear and ride. 

The Roads: 
We covered over 3,000 miles (4,900km) of the most beautiful vistas I have ever seen. It was like all the years tiding in the beauty of the USA, and see-
ing it in two weeks. The roads are an interesting composite of asphalt (they say the roads are "tarred"). It really seems to have a better traction factor than 
our "slicker" looking roads. They have NO EXPANSION JOINTS! So you don't hear arid feel that rhythmic thump of the US roads. There were 2 pot-
holes that we felt on the primary roads, and no significant work stoppage repair zones. The traffic seems to move much smoc)ther than ours (even though 
they ride on the "wrong" side of the road). They use "round-a-bouts" rather than traffic lights. "Give Way Zones" (Yield) rather than stop signs, and seem 
to be a more courteous group of drivers. In general the physical riding experience was amazing! 

The Scenery: 
We rode mountains that looked and felt like the Rockies. We rode some that looked and felt like the Ozark or the Appalachian Ranges. We rode what 
reminded us of Wisconsin with some gorgeous evergreen trees. We saw- and rode through a desert, much like parts of Arizona. We saw a volcanic lake 
and some of the guys tlew over the range olvolcanoes. We rode through two glacier towns. We saw gorgeous seascapes with wild seals and even wilder 
tourists. We visited picturesque cities and towns with some cobblestone streets and lots. We saw all the beauty that you can imagine in one small 12-day. 
package, and it WAS PERFECT! 

The Food: 
Atter approximately 261 meals (includes ice cream stops), we had only one bad meal. Fresh seafood, and chicken are common. Lamb also is available 
at every restaurant and cafe. We became acquainted with a taste that is STRICTLY NEW ZEALAND — VEGEMITE! It is awlial, but the "Kiwis" love' 
it. 

The People: 
3.5 million of the warmest and most friendly people I have ever traveled to meet. They were interested and inquisitive about the States, and since we alf 
rode with US flags on our helmets and bikes they knew us as "Yanks" immediately. They were open and friendly. It was a rare experience that we did-
n't strike up a conversation as we visited each new town. Some of them were hard to walk away from, and we wanted to just stay and talk they were, 
PERFECT. 

The Weather: 
Four perfect days, tbur not so perfect and four of !@#$ weather I have ever ridden through! The weather was NOT PERFECT, but one more good day 
may have made us forget our worst days. 

New Zealand Facts: 
There are 70 million sheep (22 varieties), there are NO STRAIGHT ROADS, there are NO FLAT ROADS, there are NO BAD ROADS, there is ONLY 
BREATHTAKING SCENERY, they have the highest concentration of Harley-Davidsons (per capita) in the N.\ orld. And New Zealand is a PERFECT. 
PLACE to tour on a motorcycle. 

The Result: 
The six of us traveled just under 35,000 miles each in our two-week adventure. (The worst part ofthe trip was the airplane rides, because they go on for-
ever.). In those miles we laughed like high school kids, rode hard, were in awe of the sights we saw at every tum in the road and just felt that the place, 
the people and everything...was PERFECT! 
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MARCH - MAY 
ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

3/1-3/10 BIKE WEEK 
DAYTONA BEACH. FL. 

3/5 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 
7:30 PM Mandlle's Restaurant Algonquin, 
GUEST SPEAKER "ALLIGATOR" BOB MARTIN 

3/11 BOARD MEETING 
7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 

3/15 Top Cats Spring Dinner 
Carlucci Rt 45 & Rt 22 

3/1 9 TOP CATS CHARITY RIDE 
COMMITTEE MEETING - TBA 

4/2 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 
7:30 PM Woodstock Harley-Davidson 

4/7 Pick-up Ride 
10:00 AM Egg Harbor 

4/8 BOARD MEETING 
7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 

4/13 GRASS Class 
9:00 am Village Grill & Tavern, Buffalo Grove 

4/14 	Fat Bastards Charity Ride 	TBA 
4/16 TOP CATS CHARITY RIDE 

COMMITTEE MEETING - 	TBA 
4/21 DOOR TO DOOR RIDE - TBA 

RICK LOWRY - Road Captain 
4/28 TOP CAT Founder Memorial Ride 

WAYNE KIRKPATRICK - Road Captain 
4/28 RIDGEWOOD CYCLE POKER RUN 

10AM-RYANS PUB-FRANKFURT IL 
5/7 TOP CATS MONTHLY MEETING 

7:30 PM Mandile's Restaurant - Algonquin, IL 
5/11 TOP CATS Advanced Riders Course 

8:00 AM College of Lake County 
5/12 White Pines Ride - TBA 
5/13 BOARD MEETING 

7:30 PM American Smokehouse Lake Zurich 
5/18 	Palatine H.O.G. Bike Show 
5/19 	Little Angels Ride 

10 AM Elgin Community Co/lege 
5/19-26 Rolling Thunder 
5/21-26 Run For The Wall 

Springfield. IL to Washington D.C. 
5/23 President's Ride (5/23 - 5/28) 

Traveler - Road Captain 
5/26 	Rolling Thunder XIIII 
5/31 Camping Trip - TBA  

Kaution Korner 
By Ric Case 

March into Spring Riding and Cleaning 

This has been THE winter for continuous year 
round riding. Even if you have ridden recently, it's 
a good idea to do a spring spruce up and inspection. 
Let call it STOP, LOOK, and LOOK some more, 
and LISTEN. 

Roll the bike out and into the sunlight. STOP and 
LOOK for low tire pressure. STOP and LOOK for 
tiny little cracks (dry rot) especially near the rim 
and/or inside the tread. LOOK for tread wear. 
LOOK at the rims for pitting or corrosion. Replace 
anything for any reason. 

Next LOOK at your battery for corrosion, cracks, 
and serviceability, even if you had a trickle charg-
er attached. Either test the battery yourself or have 
it tested. If you disconnected it, LOOK for cracks, 
LOOK for battery acid leaks, and LOOK at the 
water level, if it isn't a sealed battery. Test it for a 
full charge and make sure all cells are holding a 
charge. Batteries typically last about two (2) years, 
so if your battery is more than two years old, maybe 
you want to replace it, even if everything LOOKs 
good and tests*out OK. Last thing you want is a bad 
battery out in the middle of no man's land, and a 
long way away from home. 

LOOK at your oil level and LOOK at your odome-
ter to see if it is time to change it. LOOK at your 
brake and clutch levers and cables or hydraulic 
lines to make sure they are still working correctly, 
and not cracked and/or broken. Make adjustments 
or have them adjusted as required. 

LOOK at all possible adjustments on your motor-
cycle, especially for proper tension on the belt or 
chain, or a properly adjusted drive shaft, depending 
on year, make, and/or model. LOOK for potential 
trouble spots, on or around your suspension parts 
and their components, and the swing arm. 

NOW, if you haven't fired the bike up, fire it up and 
take it for a quick spin. LISTEN for any strange 
noises from the motorcycle, and LOOK into them 
or have them LOOKed at. 

Next if have done it recently, and especially if you 
see any signs from year round riding such as salt, 
corrosion, or beginning signs of rust on any parts, 
such as fenders, tour packs or saddle bags, wash 
and/or wax your bike. 

If you have maintained your motorcycle properly, 
correctly, and as frequently as recommended by the 
manufacturer, then, it should and will take pod 
care of you. You are now ready for a fresh riding 
season. 
Ride (trouble) Free 
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Let us do your next Pig Roast 
Mention this ad for FREE  appetizer 
with any two dinner entree's 

666 main St. Lake Zurich 847-726-2272 

The Posse 
By Traveler 

Many decades ago, when baseball was in its infancy, there 
were many local leagues and regional games that were 
played on the same days during a limited. Attendance at 
each game often consisted of just family members of the 
players on each team. Some old baseball sage finally decid-
ed to unify these local teams, schedule them to play against 
each other on dates that would not conflict, and therefore 
draw the largest crowds to the games to enjoy the sport. I 
think it gave birth to today's MLB American League and 
National League. 

So it was no surprise that in our local motorcycling com-
munity we found ourselves in conflict with other local clubs 
on riding events we each held during our limited season. 
Taking a lesson from baseball, the leaders of six local clubs 
including 3 H.O.G. chapters, Top Cats, and two other well - 
known local clubs formed an informal group called the 
Posse, that meets quarterly to coordinate our schedules so 
we can support each other's major events. At least that was 
the original purpose. 

• 
We still meet quarterly, we still coordinate our events and 
pledge to support each other, yet that forum has also proven 
to be a wealth of expertise for sharing experience - based 
solutions to each organization's problems. It also serves as 
an excellent source of ideas for events, club management, 
safety, etc. One recent breakfast meeting was monopolized 
by a great discussion on financial management that 
spawned ideas for improvements in other clubs. 

Why am I telling you this? Simply to give credit to a hand-
ful of dedicated riders who are attempting to solidify and 
develop our sport to provide for the growth and enjoyment 
of every rider in the region. All of the additional effort it 
takes to notify folks, schedule a meeting, coordinate a meet-
ing place, host a meeting, coordinate schedules, share solu-
tions, publish minutes, etc., is not too dissimilar from the 
amount of effort it takes just to run one club. You know 
these guys have to love the sport, and their club, to put in 
this amount of extra effort simply to make it more enjoyable 
for the local riding community 

So, regardless of what you ride, the next time you run into 
Charlie Lowery (Palatine HOG), Steve Buckley (Fat 
Bastards), Phil Morehead or Sam Finfrock (McHenry HOG), 
Brian Forbes (Medina Motor Corps), our own Rik Lowry, or 
Joe Lanckoff (Lake Shore HOG) take one second to intro-
duce yourself as a Top Cat and thank them for their time, 
their effort, and their dedication in helping to provide you 
with more riding opportunities and making our sport safer 
and more enjoyable. 
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Oil Spots 
By Traveler 

????? "Hmmm, did I shift up to 4th or 5th?" If that thought 
ever crossed your mind, check out the Digital Gear Indicator 
(DIGI) from Action Stations for $90.00. Looks like it works 
great. See www.actionstation.com  

Flares. On rare occasions, such as accidents, you may have 
the need for a road flare at night. Some of us are a bit hesi-
tant to carry an incendiary device of any kind in our saddle-
bags. PDK Technologies solved the problem with their 
$15.00, 1" x 4" bright red directional LEDs that run on two 
replaceable AA batteries and last the equivilent of 1,000 road 
flares. Called the Lite Flare, you can find it at www.pdk-
tech. com . 

Air Bags. You won't believe this s 	but, Dainese, of pro- 
tective gear fame, has developed an air bag jacket that sens-
es when a rider is about to fall. When it senses a fall, it 
inflates in 30 milliseconds. The jacket will be available in 
Europe this spring. How does it know? Does it inflate when 
it hears the words "Oh S !" or is when the rider gasps? 
Either way, I wouldn't want to have one on when I ride Main 
St, Sturgis, during a flurry of flashing. I'm serious. See for 
yourself at www.dainese.com . 

Laws. As of Jan 02, 19 states require helmets for any rider. 
10 states require helmet reflectorization. 10 require eye pro-
tection but, 22 more require it only if you have no wind-
screen and 2 require eye protection only if the windscreen is 
less than 15" above the handlebars. Some states have age 
limits regarding safety gear and some require passenger seats 
and pegs for a co-rider, headlights, passenger age limits, or 
prohibit helmet speakers and radar detectors. The state with 
the least restrictions is Mississippi and they only require a 
helmet and a periodic safety inspection. Go Bubba! 

Waterproof? Word is that our Special Operations guys in 
Afghanistan are pretty happy with a new waterproof sock 
and glove material called SealSkinz sold by Danal at 
www.danalco.com . At $30 - 40 a set, they should be great. 

RECALL. 25,711, 2001 Harley-Davidson Dyna Glides are 
subject to fire from a fuel line that could come off. The recall 
number is NHTSA 01V278. Check with your dealer or call 
H-D at 414 342-4680. 

BIKER CULTURE 

For women only: Ever find yourself wondering what to get 
that special guy? 

Rule #1: When in doubt - buy him a cordless drill. It doesn't mat-
ter if he already has one. I have a friend who owns 17 and he has 
yet to complain. A man can never have too many cordless drills. 
No one knows why. 

Rule #2: If you can't afford a cordless drill, buy him anything 
with the word ratchet or socket in it. Men love saying those two 

words. "Hey George, can I borrow your ratchet?" "OK. Bye-the-
way, are you through with my 3/8-inch socket yet?" No one 
knows why. 

Rule #3: If you are really, really broke, buy him anything for his 
bike. A 99-cent compass, a small bottle of WD40 or something to 
polish it with. Men love gifts for their bikes. No one knows why. 

Rule #4: Do not buy men socks. Do not buy men ties. And never 
buy men bathrobes. I was told that if God had wanted men to wear 
bathrobes, he wouldn't have invented Jockey shorts. 

Rule #5: You can buy men new remote controls to replace the 
ones they have worn out. If you have a lot of money buy him a 
big-screen TV with the little picture in the corner. Watch him go 
wild as he flips, and flips, and flips. No one knows why. 

Rule #6: Do not buy a man fancy liqueurs. If you do, it will sit 
in a cupboard for 23 years. Real men drink whiskey or beer. 

Rule #7: Do not buy any man industrial-sized canisters of after 
shave or deodorant. I'm told they do not stink - they are earthy. 

Rule #8: Buy men label makers. Almost as good as cordless 
drills. Within a couple of weeks there will be labels absolutely 
everywhere. "Socks. Shorts. Leathers. Gloves. Door. Lock. 
Sink." You get the idea. No one knows why. 

Rule #9: Never buy a man anything that says "some assembly 
required" on the box. It will ruin his Special Day and he wi I I 
always have parts left over. 

Rule #10: Good places to shop for men include Northwest Iron 
Works, Harbor Freight Tools, Drag Specialties, John Deere, 
Custom Chrome, and Easy Rider. NAPA Auto Parts and Sear's 
Clearance Centers are also excellent men's stores. It doesn't mat-
ter if he doesn't know what it is. "From Easy Rider, eh? Must be 
something I need. Hey! Isn't this a starter for a '68 Shovelhead'? 
Wow! Thanks." 

Rule #11: Men enjoy danger. That's why they never cook - but 
they will barbecue. Get him a monster barbecue with a 100-pound 
propane tank. Tell him the gas line leaks. "Oh the thrill! The chal-
lenge! Who wants a hamburger?" 

Rule #12: Tickets to a bike show are a smart gift. However, he 
will not appreciate tickets to "Moulan Rouge." Everyone knows 
why. 

Rule #13: Men love chainsaws. NEVER, ever, buy a man you 
love a chainsaw. If you don't know why -- please refer to Rule #8 
and what happens when he gets a label maker. 

Rule #14: It's hard to beat a really good air tool or an aluminum 
extension ladder. Never buy a real man a step ladder. It must be 
an extension ladder. No one knows why. 

Rule #15: Rope. Men love rope. It takes us back to our cowboy 
origins, or at least The Boy Scouts. Nothing says love like a hun-
dred feet of 3/8" manila rope. And guess what? No one knows 
why. 
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